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In Brief
WHO WE ARE
Ceres is a nonprofit advocacy organization confronting our most pressing crisis: a global
economic system out of balance with human and environmental needs. Working together with
the world’s most influential economic actors, we aim to build a sustainable global economy, one
that meets the needs of people today without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their needs. Our vision is a world in which business and markets thrive by advancing the
well-being of people and communities and by protecting the natural environment on which
life and the economy depend.

WHAT WE DO
We mobilize corporations, institutional investors, and other capital market actors to find
solutions to the serious threats to our economic future arising from climate change, water
scarcity, and depletion of natural resources. Through dialogue, research, thought leadership
and advocacy, we make the case that those who understand the new world of risk these threats
pose, and the opportunities they present, will be best positioned to succeed in the 21st century.

HOW WE DO IT
Ceres transforms the ways corporations, investors and markets integrate environmental and
social risks and opportunities into their operations and decision-making. We set standards
and expectations for leadership, and provide practical tools that help meet those expectations.
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WHAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED
FirSt, we work directly with major corporations to disclose their impacts, respond to their
stakeholders, and create sustainable business strategies for every phase of their enterprise.
As a result
∫ Ford Motor Company has put sustainability at
the core of its business model, from producing
the world’s most fuel-efficient cars in the
most energy-efficient manner to reducing the
amount of water used to make each vehicle
by 30% by 2015
∫ National Grid, one of the nation’s largest
utilities, will cut greenhouse gas emissions
by 80% by 2050

∫ Levi Strauss & Co. is pioneering a new,
collaborative approach to improve the wellbeing of workers throughout its global supply
chain, one we expect will be a model for
other companies
∫ Best Buy will recycle one billion pounds of
consumer products by the end of 2014

SECONd, we work with investors, stock markets, credit rating agencies, policy makers and
other influential market actors to promote and integrate sustainability principles into
decision-making, practices and public policy.
We elevate key material environmental and social risks as a critical lever of change, and
focus attention on the opportunity side of the sustainability equation.
As a result
∫ the Obama Administration and the auto makers,
with the participation of Ceres, agreed to
new fuel economy standards that will require
the U.S. cars and light truck fleet to achieve
54.5 miles per gallon by 2025
∫ more than 1,800 companies worldwide are
using the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI),
created and launched by Ceres, for corporate
reporting on environmental, social and
economic performance
∫ the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
and Canadian securities regulators now
require companies to disclose risks they face
from climate change in their financial filings

HOW YOU CAN HELP

∫ stock markets around the world are beginning
to require their listed companies to disclose
climate and other sustainability risks to investors
∫ three states where more than 90% of all U.S.
insurance companies operate (California, New
York and Washington) now require climate risk
disclosure by insurance companies doing
business in their states
∫ the hidden risks in municipal water bonds
caused by supply and demand issues and aging
water infrastructure are now being evaluated
by national credit ratings agencies
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A Guidestar & Charity Navigator partner

Ceres relies on philanthropy for more than 75% of our annual budget. Your contributions allow
us to press for a game-changing approach to the unprecedented economic and environmental
threats we face right now—an approach that marshals the power of companies, investors, and
capital market systems to build a more sustainable global economy. Thank you for your support.
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